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Narrow Survival and Transient Prosperity: Development of Small and

Medium-sized Tobacco Company after Sino—Japanese War
LIU Yan-yan
(School of Marxism, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics, Guiyang550004, China)

Abstract: The paper sets out to review on the development of SMS tobacco companies in Wuhan around 1945. Af-
ter the Sino—Japanese war (1937-1945), the British and American tobacco companies which used to dominate the to-
bacco market of Wuhan city suffered from great loss and could hardly recover. At the same time, the native tobacco
companies like Nanyang Brother could not recover their capacity despite their great effort. Seeing the great shortage of
supply of tobacco in Wuhan market, many tobaccos companies entered Wuhan from other provinces. They set up facto—
ries and tried their best to take up market share. Meanwhile, some native small and medium-sized tobacco companies
of Wuhan rise rapidly, managed to survive and became one of three powers in the market. However, owing to the tur—
bulent political environment, impact of over—commercialization and many other influences, the SMS tobacco companies
were soon trapped into predicament of development after transient prosperity.

Key words:tobacco industry; SMS tobacco company of Wuhan; transient prosperity; predicament of development



