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Research on the Prospects of China’s Agricultural Product Imports
in the RCEP Free Trade Zone

— Based on a Time—varying Stochastic Frontier Gravity Model

YANG Qile
(School of Economics and Management, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin, Guangxi 541006, China)

Abstract: The successful signing of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) provides
a good opportunity for promoting regional cooperation and promoting China's agricultural product import trade.
This article is based on the time—varying stochastic frontier gravity model and the explicit competitive advantage
index, calculating two indicators: trade expansion space (TS) and product competitiveness (CA). The Boston
matrix analysis method is used to calculate the trade prospects of agricultural products from RCEP member
countries in the Chinese market. The results indicate that in the agricultural product market, the trade prospects
between China and most RCEP member countries are promising. In the agricultural product segmentation market,
the trade prospects between China and RCEP member countries are different, with fruit and vegetable products
having the brightest prospects and food processing products having the dimmest prospects. To ensure the safety
of China's agricultural product imports, China should firmly promote the diversification strategy of agricultural
product imports, strengthen cooperation with RCEP member countries, and achieve mutual benefit and win—win
cooperation.

Key words: RCEP; import of agricultural products; trade prospects; time—varying stochastic frontier gravity

model



