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On History and Significance of Li’s Library in Jiangxia
TU Ming—xing
(Wuhan Vocational College of Software and Engineering, Wuhan430205, China)

Abstract: Wan Juan library, a famous family library located in Lingquan Mountain, Jiangxia county, Ezhou
province (Hubei today), was first built by the Prime Minister Li Yong in Tang Dynasty(618-907AD) and then rebuilt by
four younger generation of Li’s family, especially Li Xi. Li’s library served as book collecting and reading place for
about 800 years (witnessing Tang Dynasty, Song Dynasty, Yuan Dynasty and Ming Dynasty). It was destroyed by the
Dependent State Chu in the middle of Ming Dynasty. Despite long history, the private library with a large number of
valuable books survived as archaeological relics. The paper maintains that it helps to contribute greatly to the social
culture of the local community and enhance its influence.

Key words: social culture of Jiangxia; Li family in Jiangxia; Wan Juan library;root



