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Comparative Study

On Features of Higher Vocational Education System in Germany,
Australia and Japan and Their Experiences Useful to Chinese

Higher Vocational Colleges
WEI Yu
(Wuhan Railway Vocational College of Technology, Wuhan 430051, China)

Abstract:With the development of society and economy and deepening of reform, higher vocational colleges
in China are faced with challenges in economic transition. Comparative studies on the characteristics of education
in Germany, Australia and Japan are made. The reform of higher vocational education in China is examined.
Based on the analyses, the paper suggests that higher vocational colleges in China learn the experience of
Germany with Dual System and strengthen horizontal connection between enterprises and vocational schools; they
draw on the experience of Australian TAFE colleges with flexible education management that allows credit
interoperability between vocational schools and switch between choices of different skills and careers and that of
general education and vocational education; they learn from Japanese vocational education system and the
national vocational qualification system in Japan and establish skills accreditation mechanism which is adaptable
to market needs from the national level.

Key words:higher vocational education; education features; education reform; comparative study
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