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Qualitative Research on the Effect of the Undergraduate Freshmen
Deminar——Taking Huazhong University of Science and Technology

as an example
JIANG Hui
Institute of Educational Science, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China

Abstract The Freshman Seminar is a course for undergraduate freshmen to improve their university life and

learning adaptability and academic ability. Since the first opening of Tsinghua University in 2003, domestic universities

have successively opened such courses. Huazhong University of Science and Technology first opened a new seminar on

“Scientific Thinking and Research Methods”™ in 2013. In order to explore the effect of this course, this paper uses an

open questionnaire to investigate the freshmen seminar of “Scientific Thinking and Research Methods” of Huazhong U-

niversity of Science and Technology. The results show that the curriculum has some inadequacies in terms of curricu—

lum arrangement, implementation of English seminars, curriculum evaluation, etc., but its interactive teaching style and

curriculum content can be used for reference. In addition, some of the students who participated in the course also

achieved academic and interpersonal gains. Based on this research, a series of course development experiences can be

summarized to provide suggestions for setting up new seminars.

Key words freshman seminar; course effect; questionnaire interview;




